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I his n&att»r corn»s h»for» th» 1'uhlic Sere&c» ('oinmission ot .'&outl& ('iin&lin;i

1
"( oi»miss&on") oii tlic .:'&apl&c;&tion of South C'r&rolinu 1.!cctric k (ics C'on&p;u&&, 1

"SC'I.k(i" ol

(. E)i&&pit&&r ) lof' ii (»Itltlciltc ot I:lie&I'c)iiittciltal (.oil&piltlhlllts 'uld Villtlic C ol&V»&ilcii»&';&lid

N»c»ssit&, for thc construction;in&i op»r&ition of ii nese 201) 1 ilute:olt ("I'V") transit&issiori ii&1» &I&

Ricliliiilrl C ount&. . . io&ith ( &11'olil&'i cxt»ndi&tg ll'ol&l . &( F&~'(i s T)»nnX I &.'i'i"ic&' I i"li&sr&iissiol&

S&ihstiition to tlie C'on&p, u&i's Pin»hind Tr;insn&ission Suhstut&on t":Xpplic;&tion ). S('I:&C(i filed

its .Xpplic&tion &!n Juti 7, 2010. iu&d cont»n&por'u&cot&sty sert ed it oii th» South (''«rolin& ()flice &it

R»& ul, itory St;itt I "ORS"). thc eh&et'»a»cutis» offic»r ot each iiiuiiicip;ility. ;ind th» he ul ot'c ich

st it»;inc! loc;il uov»rnn&enti&I ngenc& «h;&r&»cl tcith thc duty ot pn&tee&in&' th» ciicironinent oi of

plin&nn&u I;i&id usc in th» counts iii nh&ch;in' portion ot the tr&c&ht&, &sill he loc:it»d. Xt the

request ot tlie ('oiiip'iny. th» ('ornrnission estuhlisl&ed this do»I'ct puisuiint to th&. pn&&»ions in
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S.C. Ann. s& 58-33-10 ct scq. (1976 and Supp. 2009) ("the Siting Act") and 26 S.C. Code Ann.

Reg. 103-304 (1976, as amended).

A Notice of Filing and 1-learing ("Notice" ) regarding the Application v as prepared and

issued by the Clerk s Office. By letter dated July 19, 2010, the Clerk's Office instructed

SCAG to publish the prepared Notice in newspapers of general circulation in thc affected areas

one time on or before July 29, 2010, and to provide proof of such publication to the Commission

by August 19, 2010. The Company complied with the instructions received from the Clerk' s

Office by timely publishing the Notice and thereafter filing an affidavit of publication attesting to

publication as directed by thc Clerk's Office.

'1 he Notice established August 19, 2010, as the date by which interested parties or entities

could timely tile petitions to intervene or present their views in writing to the Commission. No

petitions to intervene or protests were filed with the Commission.

ORS is automatically a party to the certification proceeding in this docket pursuant lo

S.C. Code Ann. $) 58-4-10(B) (Supp. 2009) and 58-33-140(1)(b) (Supp. 2009). The South

Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control ("DHEC"), South Carolina

Department of Natural Resources ("DNR"), and South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation

and Tourism ("PR'I") were listed as parties based on the provisions ol S.C. Code Ann. ss 58-33-

140 but did not. appear or take part in thc certification proceeding.

On September 20, 2010, ORS and SCEE.G liled a Stipulation in this matter.

Thc Commission conducted a formal hearing in this matter on September 21, 2010

beginning at 10:30 a.m. in the hearing room of the Commission with 1'he Ilonorable John E.

Howard, Chairman presiding. K. Chad Burgess. Esquire, and Matthev W. Gissendanner.
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I=s(fuire, r»pr«sent»d S('Le&&i( J. .Jeffrey &) J. Nelsor&, f. s(J(tire. r presintid ()RS. I) I II.(', I )NR. ,&ad

R I d &el r)ot i&ppcr&r r&t the hi(ill&la'.

'Xt thi open inn) ot' the hearinu). i&'lr. Nelson noose i'd the Stipul;itior& betix'eer& OJMS ll&d

S( 'I 8:(1 i&&to thi record « itf&out objection. 'I he Stipul;&(ion u, &s est(&bi isl&ed (is V[e;&rina I:shihit I

I he Stipul;itin&& set for th th(it:

I . ()RS if&if not oppose S('F &&i(i's Applrc(it&or& tor' (i ( &'r'title(ite of I' l&cll'&)1&l»('111(ll

('.ornp, rtibi Jiti;md I'uhlii ('on), enien«e;ind . Jecessit), I'or th» ( 'or&struction;ind

0[3«r.'&tion of;i 2 )(1 I '& I I;ir)sl»is&1 or& 1.11&e fron& its I)e&&I&% 1 il r ric&' 1 f &1&srr&lssrol&

Substiit&o&1 to &ts I'&rlelilr)d I r;ir)sn&rssrori . Jubst;&trot&;

. i( L.X(i;i&'Ice&i to i&otlf)2 ()RS &ll)cl thc (.olnrl&lsslol& ol&ci;ill I)eccss,'&I'x r'&&of&t-of-U;&cs

of the;if f'i'c teil I(&ndo&w vers i('ere se(ur«d (ind prox i dc pn)of' th;it st&eh I J bahts h'ld hei'll

&)htiill&id;

SO'Ii,&( i &forced to fo I lou all South ('ar ol in;i, (:omn) i ssion, ,u&d loc;il o) ernrner&t

r'e" ul;&irons (&rid Ja A s rll'l&nil&' I r'i)in In'if(»I s set toi th tll thc A ppl &c'it&or&;

S( 'I-i&' ( I;i r I t & noti I'x ()RS;&n(J the ( '& rnrnis. ion x&, I&er& c&)n. tr uction be& ins on thi

f &cifitJ;&s is«If, &s i&, heti the tt&cifiti be ~ills corn&nil«rill oJ'el;itin&& (&lid ol (11&( cl&;1&1}'is

to the pl(inr&ed col» I» i'I'cr(il ope&;it&or& drite.

I br ouch their person(il iippear iric& s, S(.'k 8';( I presentid thi testil))or)les o I' Hubert t. '.

I oun '. I I I, M(&1&;&acr of I I"iris&»rsslorl I lril&I&111 ' tol' S( Le&(:(i, ;&Il(J L)1('Jul&t &&I. Idoffiflefd, AS I.A,

J)ir ector of the I;teil it&is VI;&r&nina anil SitinL J)el~;&r t ment for I'il, « I. Iictric. It&c. ( JRS presented

the test&&nor&). of X. Ii,indi ',&, 1&tts. I'rocrar» J(I;&n;&u)cr of (0RS s I:lcctr&c L)cp'rrtn&eat. I he

ti st& Inn&iles &ir&d exhibits &)f the . 1( 'l. l:(1 I),'itr&esses;&nd the ()I(S ivitness i@ere st ipul;i(id ir&to the
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record &if the case « ithout ohjcctiotr. I';)eh « itness presented summ;tries ol' their testilrlolllr arid

tltell «'ere llrutde 'tv'(i fable ti) t'espollci Lo cfire. )Lloils f I orat the (. olllntissiolt.

SC.L'XCi «ltlless Young testified th;it the pl oposcLI )(I kX tl"lllsrrtission line « ill riiit

approxirrratcfx 13.0 nai les hct«ci. n the ( '&imp;tny's existing, l)cnn~ 'I'err;icc 'I r;insmission

. iitbst&itlotl &lltd its cxlstlrli' I ll)eland Tr'tttstnissiorr, iubstatiort irt tfrc northc'((stern portion &if

C'. olumbi;i. 1 r. p, 14. Accordirtg to Yotrrtg, ;tn;tpprovinr'ttc ).5-mile scgtrtcilt of thc pt'opus& il

linc « ill hc built in th» exist i rig V.('. Sttrnrrtcr-L)cnni 1 crr;tcc )(3 I. V Line right-of-«ay iising

douhl» circuit. steel or cortcrcte pi)le structures. ;md;in;ippr& )xi m;itc 1.5-mile scgl11ent of' the

pr&iposed lirre «ill be built in the existing V.(:. Surtrtttcr-Pixel;tnd )0 kV I.ii)e ri& ht-of-«ay

using»siitgle circuit, steel &ir concrete poles. I r. p, 14. I h» rcm;iining& ).0-i)rile scgnrent &)I' the

proposed line « iff require ne«right-of'-«'ti ~)n single-circuit, steel or ci)ncrctc p&)lcs. 1'r. p. 11-

to thc treed fot thc proposed I;tciliti, Yourtg testi I icd th;it , iC'L'(6( Vs electric

tritrrsrnissi&)t) si stem is desi&'ned in Ltcci)rciance « ith the Nor tfr:) ())eric;rn I-'lectric Reli;ibilih

C orpoILatlolr ( N I(fs( I Pl'llllll ltg, italldal d.'r illld, i C'L'k(i's Intertt'il I'fat) t) ing ( 'ri teri;t, «hi eh

rc(fuire that thc tr;insmi ssion sx stem be designed to « ithst'tnd speci I tc e«errts on the electric(if

sx st(.'111 «brie coil till(lit)i' to setL«e 1 rr'Ill Io'id &lf)d IDrol ldi. fit tn Ll allslnission sera iccs. Tr p. I ().

'r'oung further testified tlr it thc ('olumhi;i n&irthc;ist tire;i;ind thc ari. (is siirroiindirri thc Irrterst;ite

I figh«';ti' 77 corridor corttirtue ti) h;tvc sitbst'inti'il lo'td incre;ises « ith customer load dern;tttd in

thc 13l), the«ood. Pine land. Lind V il liar) iireas no«exceeding ) 0() meg;i«-, itts I
"M9'"j. Tr. p. I ().

Young tcsti fied th;it, Lit pre~ent. the area's thr ee stibst iti(ins (V ill i;ut. Pincl(ind, ;ind l)en@i

Tcr r;ice);tre predorlrlrt'rtelx' sera ecl bx t«o ".")0 k V lines irtrl I'our I I 5 k V lines;tnd th;it this local

I)et«(il k (if' I';icilities is designed s&) th;tt, cx enduring reasorrahle;tttd prob;)hie systent out;iges,
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these interconnected facilities support each other in a manner that maintains electrical service to

customers in the area or allows for quick service restoration to interrupted customers. Tr. p. 17.

Young noted, howcvcr, that, according to SCEkG's Planning Criteria. if SCEkG lost both ot the

230 kV lines currently serving the area, the 300 MlV load demand in the Hlythcwood, Pincland,

and Killian areas would rely on service from the four 115 kV lines, which ivould result in low

voltage and equipment overload conditions in the Columbia northeast area. Tr. p. 17.

According to Young, SCEkG currently forecasts that the existing lacilities in the

Columbia northeast area will have inadequate capacity to provide an acceptable level of support

to each other as early as the summer ol 2011. Tr. p. 17. Young further testified that the most

reasonable and effective solution to this problem is the connection of the existing Denny I'crrace

and Pineland 230/115 kV transmission substations ivith a new 230 kV transmission line. Tr. p.

17. According to Young. this new line will ensure that SCEAG remains in compliance with

applicable VERC standards, continues to provide the level of electric service that its customers

enjoy and expect, and enhances system reliability. Tr. p. 17.

Young testified that the proposed facility will serve system economy in tv o ways. I'r. p.

18. I'irst. Young stated thai when the need to minimize environmental, land usc, cultural

resource and aesthetic cffccts is considered. the proposed facility is the most cost-effective long-

ierm solution to increase reliability for SCE8cG customers in the Columbia northeast area and the

areas surrounding the Inicrstaie I Iighvvay 77 corridor. Tr. p. 18. Second, Young stated that the

proposed facility increases the efliciency of SCEBcG's physical plant operations. Tr. p. 18. XVith

respect to the firs point, Young noted that SCEAG had considered the possible alternatives of

either taking no action or promoting conservation through load management programs as well as

two other transmission sy' stem expansion options, but had determined that the alternatives of
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taking no action or proinoting conservation through load management programs ivould not

provide its customers ivith long-term electrical system reliability and that the tivo other

transmission expansion options ivere signiiicantly more costly than the proposed Denny Terrace-

1'ineland 230 kV Line. 'I'r. p. 18-19. KVith respect to the second point. Young testified that the

construction of the proposed Denny 1'errace-Pineland 230 k'v' l.ine permits SCE&G to split the

load on its facilities, thereby ensuring that the equipment is not overloaded and proi iding 1'or less

energy loss over the lines. Tr. p, 19.

Young also testilied as to the process bi vvhich SCEkG selected the route for the

proposed Denny Terrace-Pineland 230 liV l.ine. According to Young. SCEkG conducted a

comprehensive transmission line siting study. in ivhich SCEkG identified forti ('40) potential

routes for the net line and conducted a thorough quantitative and qualitative evaluation of each

of these forty routes based on an arrai of environmental. land use. cultural resource, and

aesthetic data. '1'r. p. 19. After this evaluation vvas complete. Young stated that SCEA:G then

conducted a comprehensive cost estimate of the top ten potential routes as determined by the

quantitative and qualitative evaluations ot the potential routes. Tr. p. 0. Young testified that

the siting study' demonstrated that the selected route for the Denny Terrace-Pineland 2 0 kV Line

best minimized adverse effects to the broadest range of factors and that. although the selected

route's total cost of $4.914.000 ranked ninth among the top tcn alternate routes, SCEAG

detertnined that the advantages of the selected route vvith regard to minimizing environmental,

land use, cultural resource. and aesthetic elTects justified its selection. Tr. p. 20.

Young aftirmed that SCEkG divas committed to operating the proposed Denny Terrace-

Pineland 230 kV Line i~ ithin applicable state and local laivs and regulations. '1'r. p. 20.
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I ln&illx'. I ollng conclltde(f th it. th(.' pLiblic conx'et)tel)»» &ilid n&'(.'csslt'&' rc(ILL(res the

constructi&&r) of the l)enrt) 'I'err(ice-Pineland 230 I(V I.ine. I'r. p. 1. ),»cording& to ')'nun& . thi

nex) line xcifl incre;ise transmission c;tpltcitx to pro) id» support to existing fitcilities;;tllon

SC'I-.ZCi to continue to pr&&1 id@ s;ife& reliable po)ver to its customers in the C'olumbiii north&. list

;iri;i;ind thi arias surroundin& Intirstatc I figh)ca) 77.' and insure that !)O'.L'4'. Ci rclltains ln

corttpli;tnc«xvith applicabl» ", iI-'RC' stand;irds. 'I'r. p. 21.

('on)ptltx lX itn«ss Hollifi«ld sponsored the )iting and I)nvirontttent'll Report for th»

l)enit) 'I'err';ice-I'ineland 230 I V I.in», )which h«authorcd. 'I'r. p. 4(). In support ot 4C'I.k(i&s

sel«ction ol the pn&posed route for the l)ettnx I irr;ice-Pinil;inil 30 I.V Linc. Ilollitield testitted

thlit the s«l»ct(.'d route minintizes 'titx en) ironm»nt;il. I;ind usc. cultural resourci. ;md Li(.sthetic

ef'f'icts )while remliining x) ithin i justifiable ritrii c of' estim;ited cost: thi s& Iict«d routi reflects

contlnunit) priorities by Ininimi~iltg the proximitx to;iiid x isibilitx fn)m occupiid buildings: the

selected route mitxin)ilies the use of existitig 4('I:.i(i(i right-of lie;tx Lvhife rttinimtiing the

re(fuirement for addition;il nexc ri ltt-of-))Lt). Lind th» selected n)uti' is conlplltible xcith Richl;ind

C'ountx s C'rane C'reel IVIaster Plan. fr. p. 50-al.

Hollifield also testified th;it the constiuction anal &)per(ition of the Ldennx 'I'et race-Pineland

23)() I&V I.lni' )&, oLtld not h;lee Iulx' signific;lnt shot t- of lon}'-tet'nl ili)p,'lets on the encl)'onnl&'tlt

bec(ILis» .s( I.AC& x'&'i 1 1 us» i'stabli shed xcetlattd pn)tection gLtid»lines x&&1)ett op&'I(iting neitr or

))'I thin Lx'»tlLLllds al »a!1 TI'. p. .' I . I loll)field noted that thc function of xl etl&inds crossed bx th»

next line xxill not be chatigcd ind th;it no )cetland L)iff be conx'ertcd into upllinds. I'r. p. s l.

I loffifteld lurthir testified tliat no r, tre. thri'itened. &&r endlin 'ired spicies ))ovid b» iidxers»lx

impiicted b)' the project: that the proposed line x)ottld h'ice no Lidxerse ef'feet on historic sitis or

historic districts. Linil thlit the pn)posid line )iottfd hax(. x'er) l&&)w &&cerlill ) isulil ef'iects i) en the
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use ot existing right-of-vvay for a majority ot' the total length of the line as well as the general

remoteness of the area and existing trees along thc rcntaindcr of the line. Tr. p. 51-52.

ORS vvitness 9ratts also testified. Vratts provided the results of ORS's rcvievv of the

Compan~'s Application. 9'atts testified as to his understanding of the basis for the need for the

proposed transmission line. how the line vvould serve the interests ot' system economy and

reiiabilit~, and as to the fact that the Company attirmed that it vvould conform to all applicable

state and local lavvs and regulations as they pertain to the proposed transmission line facility. Tr.

p. 73-75. Ni, 'atts also commented on hovv this project vvould enhance economic deiclopinent in

South Carolina. Tr. p. 76

The Commission has considered the tcstimom of the witnesses and the other evidertce of

record in this proceeding. Based on this factual record. the Commission finds in accordance vvith

S.C. Code Ann. & 58-33-160 ot' the Sitittg Act that SCEkG has demonstrated that: (a') the

proposed 230 l, v transmission line, vvhich vvill run from its existing Denm Terrace 1ransmission

Substatiotz to its existing Vineland Substation, vvill serve the need to increase reliability for

SCEXG customers in the Columbia northeast area and the areas surrounding the Interstate

Highvvax 77 corridor and ensure that SCE&G remains in compliance ivith applicable NERC

staiidards. (b) the probable en' ironntental impact of thc proposed facility will be minimal: (cl

an~ such minimal impact is justified, considering the state of availabl» technology and the nature

and economics ot the various alternatives and other pertinent considerations; (dj the proposed

tacility will serve the interests ot' system economy and reliability; and te) there is reasonabh

assurance that the proposed lacilitx will cottform to applicable State ared local laws attd

regulations. Therefore. the Commission concludes that public convenience and necessity require
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the construction of the proposed Denny Terrace-Pincland 230 kV Transmission Line and that

adoption of the Stipulation is in the best interests of thc parties and the State ol' South Carolina.

NO%V THEREFORE, based upon the foregoing. IT IS HEREBY DECLARED AND

ORDERED THAT:

1. SCE&G is hereby granted a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public

Convenience and Necessity for the construction and operation of the new Denny

Terrace-Pineland 230-kV transmission line in Richland County, South Carolina.

2. SCE&G has shown the basis of the need for the facility in increasing reliability for

SCE&G customers in the Columbia northeast area and the areas surrounding the

Interstate Highv ay 77 corridor and ensuring that SCE&G remains in compliance with

applicable NERC standards.

3. SCE&G has shown the nature of the probable environmental impact is minimal and,

considering the state of available technology and the nature and economics of the

various alternatives and other pertinent considerations. the minimal impact is

justified. SCE&G selected the route that best minimizes any environmental, land use,

cultural resource, and aesthetic effects.

4. SCE&G has shown the facilities will serve the interests of system economy and

reliability by providing support to existing facilities so that SCE&G customers in the

Columbia northeast area and the areas surrounding the Interstate Highway 77 corridor

continue to receive safe, reliable electric service. It will also permit SCE&G to split

the load between its existing facilities and the new facilities which will ensure that

equipment is not overloaded and will provide for less energy loss over thc lines.
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S( I &((I « ill notif'& ORS alld thc ('on)mission imce all necessary ri& ht-ol-«ays )rom

the aftected lando«ncrs are secured;tnJ pn«idc priiol that such ri'&hts lxtvc been

obtained

(&. S( I:k(& tvill tello« ttll .iotllh ( alolina. ( otntntsston anJ liical g&«crntucnt

rc 'ulations and Ia«s arisin from ntatters set )orth in thc Application:

I'ublic corncnience and necessity rc&Iuirc thc construction ot thc 3t)-I l transmissi&in

linc in Richland ( ountv. South Carolina

g. SCI-&(..(& «ill notify' ORS and thc ('&imn&ission «hen construction b» ins on the

tacility. «hcn the lhcility bc ins commercial operation. ;md ol any clean es to thc

pl;nmed commercial operation date of ihlai 011.

I hc Stipulation attached hereto as ()rder I:.exhibit Xo. I, «hich «as accepted intii the

record «itltout objection at the hcarin is incorporated into and made a pat'I of thi»

Order and ap)woved tts jllst an&I I'c'lson;lblc.

10. I his Order shall remain in tull Iorce at)J cl lect tlntil turthcr ()rder of the ( ontnltsslon.

8Y ORDLR Ol- I I IL CO'XIMISSIOP. :

John I.. I h«var&I, ( hairm&ln

A'I"I'EST:

David A. Wright, Vice Chairn)an

(SEAI.)


